Acting
Against
Bullies

Teens are making
a film to fight back
against bullying.

David Kessler, 13, witnessed—
and experienced—his share of
bullying throughout middle school.
“I sat in front of this one guy who
was a lot bigger than me.” he told
WR News. “He would flick my ear
and mess with me.” David, now in
the eighth grade, did not report the
harassment to teachers.

David might have been silent
then, but he is taking a stand against
bullying now—through acting. He
is one of 28 students at Franklin
Middle School in Champaign, III.,
making a film about the issue.

The 20-minute narrative, called
Stories of Us, presents the story of
two young students as they deal
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Franklin Middle School students
and filmmaker Christopher Faull
(seated) don't stand for bullies.

with bullying. A narrative is a story
about events or experiences.

With the help of filmmaker
Christopher Faull, the students
developed the script based on their
personal experiences. This month
they are acting out their stories on
film. It will be available to teachers
early next year. Faull says the movie
ends at a “crisis point,” so students
watching can discuss as a class
what they think the characters
should do next.

Many education experts agree
that bullying is a problem in most
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schools, yet there is little evidence
that some adult-created programs
to stop it are working. Faull, who
has had success with similar films
in Australia, says Stories of Us is
different because it challenges kids
to find a solution. “By having [the
student actors] raise all these issues
and talk about them, kids
respond to it very differently.” he
told WR News.

David agrees. “If a teacher says
this is a bullying movie made by
kids, it’s going to have a bigger
impact,” he says.




